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K2 Support for 
Intel-based Macintosh Computers
 

Technical Advisory - January 4, 2006: Support details for In-
tel-based Macintosh computers in both the current shipping ver-
sion, K2 6.0, and the upcoming K2 6.1.

Version 6.0 (current): All components of 6.0 operate under 
Rosetta on Intel-Macs. All software audit and license man-
agement functions are fully supported. Version 6.0 supports 
the optional “keyed control” feature (for securing executa-
bles against intentional software piracy†) only for non-Intel 
executables. Built-in reports can distinguish powerPC from 
Intel-based Macs based on OEM serial number.

Version 6.1 (coming soon): All 6.1 components will be re-
leased as Universal Binaries, supporting all functions on In-
tel-Macs, including the optional “keyed control” feature for 
securing Universal Binaries. The “Intel-Mac” will be added to 
the list of identified CPU types so in version 6.1, reports can 
distinguish powerPC from Intel-based Macs more easily.

† Installation of “keys”: K2’s standard method of managing 
programs and their respective software licenses does not require 
the installation of keys. The license management interface and 
usage tracking options are the same for “unkeyed” or “keyed” 
control. The “keyed” option is unnecessary except when an orga-
nization wishes to prevent intentional software piracy.

“Slipstreamed” Features add Convenience Now
Sassafras Software has moved ahead with some previously an-
nounced features for version 6.1 and released them early in the 
current shipping version. Customers can immediately take ad-
vantage of K2’s organizational “Division” feature and accompany-
ing reports, which are included in recent 6.0 releases.

In addition to the new Division reports, several other built-in re-
ports have been added or enhanced, including the software au-
dit baseline and delta reports, license compliance reports, and 
software inventory reports. A new report architecture, originally 
designed for 6.1, has been pre-released to give large sites the 
immediate advantage of a many-fold speed increase in report 
execution.
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K2 is an integrated 
software asset manage-
ment suite for automated 
IT asset auditing and 
software license manage-
ment.  K2 will show what’s 
installed on your network 
and report details about its 
usage. It can also control 
access to licensed software 
and run detailed deploy-
ment and usage reports for 
your entire organization, or 
for specific departments.  
Sassafras Software has 
provided K2’s license man-
agement technology since 
1990 to some of the larg-
est corporate, government, 
and educational enterprise 
networks throughout the 
world.
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Availability and Pricing
K2 6.1 will be available in 2006. There will be no price increase 
for K2, even with the addition of the new reports Web Server, 
which compliments K2’s license management and IT auditing 
functions.

Upgrade costs are computed based on the size of each K2 instal-
lation and its last purchase date. Customers who purchased K2 
after November 30, 2004, and customers with an Upgrade Sub-
scription Contract, will receive K2 version 6.1 at no charge when 
it is released. New purchase costs are computed on a per-client 
basis with prices ranging from approximately US$10 to US$55 
per client with discounts for educational use.

About Sassafras Software, Inc.
Sassafras Software has been a pioneer in software asset man-
agement since 1989. K2 manages software assets across a local 
or global enterprise with a uniquely scalable, highly optimized 
management technology. Thousands of business, education and 
government customers rely on K2 to manage software assets on 
millions of computers throughout the world.

Additional information and evaluation copies are available by con-
tacting:

Sassafras Software Inc.
603-643-3351
info@sassafras.com
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